
ACEC/Maine DOT Bridge Design Subcommittee 
 

MEETING AGENDA 
 

September 16, 2014 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Location Time 
10:00 AM to 11:30 AM MaineDOT, Room # 227A/B 

Purpose of Meeting  
Third Quarter meeting 2014  
 
Invitees   

 Leanne Timberlake, MaineDOT 
 Wayne Frankhauser, MaineDOT 
 Craig Weaver, Kleinfelder 
 Christopher Snow, GZA 
 Tom Kendrick, MJ 

 
 

 Mike Wight, MaineDOT 
 Laura Krusinski, MaineDOT 
 Marie Malloy, MaineDOT 
 Ben Foster, MaineDOT 
 Keith Donington, PB 
 Steve Hodgdon, VHB 

____________________________________________________________           _____ 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
 

1. Introductions 

2. Information Dissemination by MaineDOT 

a. Contracting / GCA 

b. Workload / Staffing 

3. Summary of Designer Meetings 

4. Discussion Topics 

a. Bridge Rating Policies and Procedure Updates (Ben Foster) 

b. Questions from Consultant Community (Protocol on structural deficiency discovery during 

inspections – Maine contacts…primary, secondary, etc.) 

c. Training Areas (Hydraulics and HEC-RAS, Prestressed Concrete, CADD and Plan 

Development, NBIS training, Other?) 

d. Other 

5. Subcommittee Rotation for Consultants (2-yr rotations for new members joining 2014 and later) 

a. Craig Weaver:   Q4 2011 thru Q1 2015 
b. Steve Hodgdon    Q1 2013 thru Q4 2015  
c. Chris Snow    Q1 2013 thru Q4 2015 
d. Keith Donington   Q4 2013 thru Q3 2016 
e. Tom Kendrick   Q3 2014 thru Q2 2016 
f. Jack Burgess    Q2 2015 thru Q1 2017 
g. Tim Merritt   Q1 2016 thru Q4 2017 
h. Geotechnical Rep TBD  Q1 2016 thru Q4 2017 
i. Vacant    Q4 2016 thru Q3 2018 

 
6. Set Next Meeting 



ACEC/MaineDOT Bridge Design Subcommittee 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 16, 2014 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Attendees: Location: MDOT Conference Rm. #227 A/B 
Leanne Timberlake MaineDOT 
Wayne Frankhauser MaineDOT 
Mike Wight MaineDOT 
Jeff Folsom MaineDOT 
Laura Krusinski MaineDOT 
Ben Foster MaineDOT 
Steve Hodgdon VHB 
Keith Donington PB  
Tom Kendrick MJ 
Christopher Snow GZA 
Craig Weaver  Kleinfelder                 Notes Taken By: Keith Donington 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This was the third quarter ACEC/MaineDOT Bridge Design Subcommittee meeting for 
this year. 

 
 

 Information from ACEC Subcommittee  
 

o Steve H. introduced Tom Kendrick from MJ. This was Tom’s first committee 
meeting. 

o June 3rd Meeting Minutes accepted 
o There is currently a high demand and a waiting list for consultants to join the 

Bridge Subcommittee. Alternatives were discussed to allow more 
involvement. (As discussed in the previous meeting, the group felt the best 
solution was to reduce individual terms from 3 years to 2 years. A new 
member would be replaced every 6 months. Wayne F. suggested the current 
schedule of consultant members be maintained and begin 2-year terms for 
newly introduced members.) 

o Steve said the committee is looking for a geotech and one other spot. Needs to 
be first come/served basis – apply by website 

o Laura K. has spread the word to contact Steve for geotech nominations. 
 

 Information from MaineDOT 
 
Wayne F update: 

o Work Plan- A 3 year work plan has been developed, for 2015, 2016 and 2017, 
with a budget of $53M. The plan is reevaluated every year. There will be 
more of a focus made on bridge preservation rather than bridge replacement. 
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o Bridge Program - Rich Myers promoted to lead Team South, which is 
interviewing for several new positions including an AE-Geotechnical 
Engineer, Fabrication Engineer, and Utility coordinator/assistant 

o Looking at finalizing the 2015 schedule for projects with lock-down at end of 
the year. ROW is taking between 6 to 8 months to process and need to find 
ways to expedite. 

o Kittery Overpass ABC project was very successful. Leanne T. was the PM 
and MJ were the designers. 

 
Jeff F. explained that GCA quals are due Oct 2. Clarifications had been received for 
Geotech which would be posted on the web. No clarifications received as yet for 
Structures   

 
Ben Foster update: 

o Wayne, Mike and Ben attended NE Peer exchange to discuss problems with 
LRFR load rating.  RI and Maine are the only states going with LRFR method 
for all bridges. Other New England states are waiting until a new bridge is 
built to rate by LRFR. 

o Have received clarifications from Mr. Lubin Gao Ph.D, the load rating guru 
from FHWA.  

o Some changes will be coming (e.g. condition factors, cracking in tension 
zones for RC concrete)  

o Maine Load Rating Guide revisions are in progress, including changes to 
posting load requirements  

o MBE is calibrated very conservatively.  Posting Committee meets to makes 
final judgments for posting loads taking into account degree of conservatism 
and long term performance of each bridge 

o Three consultants met with the Department to discuss use of 75% composite 
action assumption with no shear connectors for steel stringer/concrete decks. 
University of Maine load testing has shown under good conditions that 75% is 
realistic.  Concrete curbs and bridge rail curbs also provide stiffening and 
additional load carrying capacity. 

o In 2015, there will be fewer load rating contracts issued to consultants as so 
many were done in 2014. New rating assignments will be coming out soon 
after January. However, several RFPs will be coming out for big bridge 
inspections. 

o In 2015 there will be additional load testing carried out including running a 
test truck over a concrete bridge. Some States rate concrete bridges by just by 
visual inspection. 

o In response to a question submitted to the committee, the Protocol for 
consultants to report Bridge Inspection Emergencies found both during NBIS 
bridge inspections as well as during inspections for load rating purposes was 
discussed.  

o Ben is to be notified or the MaineDOT PM/Lead for the consultant’s contract. 
MaineDOT should be notified immediately by the inspector on site if a 
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previous condition rating has deteriorated to a 2 (i.e. Critical rating) .The 
Bridge Inspection Guide provides guidance, and Ben typically includes 
guidance in RFP’s for consultant services. 

o NBIS Bridge Inspection Training  
o 2 week training course 
o FCM training done a couple of years ago. 
o Refresher course – required every 5 years by Maine DOT 
o FAA has shutdown the idea of using drones for bridge inspection.  

 
Mike Wight discussed Designer Meetings (see attached Designer Meeting Minutes for 
more details about the topics listed below): 

 
A. Designers’ Meeting July 19, 2014 

1. Enhance PMT Concrete Additive – basically new product 
found not to be effective. 

2. Finger Joint Changes – Fairfield   - Due to a joint failure, 
Maine DOT on new projects is increasing the number of 
headed studs, and will be revising the detail soon in the Design 
Guide. NHDOT has a stronger detail. 

3. Project Candidates for FRP Bridge Drains 
4. Rail Test Level for Temporary Detour Bridge Railing Design 

for updated 510 Standard Specification – 510 specs refers to 
old LFD technology, and MaineDOT may change to crash test 
requirements on detour bridges 

5. New Guardrail Standard Height 
 

B. Designers’ Meeting August 20, 2014 
1. Future Designer Training 
2. Upcoming Revisions to AASHTO LRFD Design 

Specifications 
Wayne and Mike attended AASHTO meeting in June. 
Proposed committee changes should be included in 2015 
LRFD update. Changes include: 
-MBE section on fatigue is being completely revised   
- New section on micro-piles, and composite action filled steel 
tubes 
-Rebar development lengths being made longer 
- Seismic design handout (see attached). Clarification is to be 
issued. Always has been a minimum connection required 
between super and substructure but it was never the intent to 
carry the connection design force into the design of the 
substructure. 
- MaineDOT will approve changes in conflict with their Design 
Guide on a project by project basis until they have had a 
chance to try out the new code. 
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3. Deck formwork/falsework design procedure - run through 
Maine DOT fabrication group if any questions 

4. Discontinuing LUSAS – license dropped as program not being 
used. MaineDOT typically uses STADD instead 

5. Bangor ASR trip 
 

C. Designers’ Meeting September 3, 2014 
1. Maintenance of Traffic on Box Culvert Projects – Contractors 

have asked for option for using detours instead of staged 
construction but it generally takes 6 weeks to acquire ROW.  
Hence, on future projects acquiring additional ROW will be a 
consideration made during the design phase (especially in rural 
areas where no houses are involved) to provide contractors 
with both options. 

2. NHI Training Options (see attached) 
 

 Possible Future Training 
 

o See list of NHI bridge training courses (attached) provided by Mike. 
o Training areas to be discussed at next meeting and selections and preferences 

determined. 
 

 
 Next Meeting Date 
 

o December 16, 2014 at 1:00PM to 2:30PM in room 317A/B 
 

Attachments: Designer Meeting Minutes from July 9th, August 20th .and  
September 3rd, 2014  
 
I have attempted to summarize discussions held during this meeting as accurately as possible.  If there are any items discussed herein 
that are misrepresented in any way, please contact me within ten working days.  In the absence of any corrections or clarifications, it 
will be understood that these minutes accurately summarize the discussions at the meeting. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Keith Donington, P.E. 
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