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February 1st Ushersin The 2016 Legidlative Session
$1 Billion+ Shortfall in State Revenuesto Dominate Session

Monday, February 1st will seethe return of Oklahoma's 149
state Representativesand Senatorsto the State Capitol Build-
ing for the official beginning of the 2106 session.

Legidators return to Oklahoma City facing upwards of a$1
Billion shortfall in the state budget which could lead to
massive cuts in various state agency budgets.

Thesessionwill kick-off with Governor Mary Fallin'sannual
"State of the State" address in which the Governor has
indicated that she will propose a restructuring of the state
budget. Fallin contendsthat the state doesnot havearevenue
problem, but rather aproblem with how revenueisallocated.

“It'sgoing to take alot of hard work. We are going to have
to maketough decisions. We are going to haveto roll up our
sleeves. Wearegoingto havetodo our homework. Andthere
will certainly be different groups out here that say, ‘Don’t
touchmine...” Butit must bedone, becauseit’ sjust not smart
to continuedoingittheway we' vebeendoingit,” Fallintold
reporters at the Associated Press annual legislative forum.

The Governor said her ideas on restructuring the budget will
be “very specific” and “look at all our revenue streams and
prioritizewhere our money goesto our coremissionsof state

Welcome New Member!

ACECOKLAHOMA wouldliketowel comeanew member to
theCouncil:;

STV Incor por ated, abranch office of aPennsylvaniabased
firm, providesEngineering, Architecture, Planning, Environ-
mental, I nspection, and Construction Management services.
Scott Y oung heads the Edmond office.

agencies and that we lay a solid foundation in our state
budget for future generations of Oklahomans.”

Fallin said that when preparing her Budget outlinefor 2016,
three options were reveal ed:

1. A 13.5% budget cut for all state agenciesto make up the
deficit,

2. Useone-time money and other mechanismsand tricksto
bal ance the budget, or,

3. Restructure the Budget

Inadditiontothe Budget crisis, anumber of other issueswill
face Legislatorsincluding Teacher Pay, School Consolida-
tion, School Choice, Transportation Funding, Health Ser-
vices, Consolidation of some State Agencies, to nameafew.

Just over 1,700 billsand resol utionshavebeenintroduced for
the session, so therewill be plenty on everyone'splate asthe
session begins.

ACECOKLAHOMA will beclosely monitoring the Session,

and will keep you updated as the Session progresses.
|

MARKYOUR CALENDARS!

TRUST Transportation Day at theCapitol
Wednesday, March 9, 2016
Time& Detailsto come.

ODOT/ACECOKLAHOMA PartneringConference
Thursday, May 12,2016
Marriott SouthernHills
Tulsa
8:00am-4:00pm

| | Follow uson Twitter: @ACECOKLAHOMA || _§
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2015 ACEC OKLAHOMA Engineering Excellence Awards

ACEC OKLAHOMA presented the 2015 Engi-
neering Excellence Awards Thursday evening,
January 28th.

The2015Grand Conceptor Awardwaspresented
toHDRfortheVerdigrisWater Treatment Plant
inBrokenArrow, OK.

The answer to a2013 failure of asingle-source
waterlinewhichleft Broken Arrow's100,000 resi-
dents without water for days, cost $58 million,
some$8millionunderit'soriginal budget, andis
oneof thelargest of it'skindintheUnited States.

Honor Awards were presented to Freese and
Nichols, LeidosEngineering,and GUY Engineer-
ing.

Finalist Awardswent to CEC, Crafton Tull, and
Poe & Associates.

ACEC OKLAHOMA congratulates al of the
recipients, and looks forward to the 2016 Engi-
neering Excellence Awardscompetitionlater this
year.

HONOR AWARD
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Freeseand Nichols
ComprehensiveTransportation Plan
Norman,OK

GRAND CONCEPTOR AWARD

Verdigris Water Treatment Plant
Broken Arrow, OK
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HONOR AWARD

CREEK TURNPIKE WIDENING
TULSA, OKLAHOMA

Fheldos | ol i

Dulabrms Tormpbe Aorhas g

LeidosEngineering
Creek TurnpikeWidening
Tulsa,OK
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HONOR AWARD HONOR AWARD

OW CREEK DRAINAGE
; ROVEMENTS PROJECT
1-44 / LEWIS AVENUE f P, Rt O
INTERCHANGE RECONSTRUCTION ' =

TULSA, DELAHDIMA

Thanks to GUY's innovative

design, 62 lewer homeowners in
Tulsa are worried aboul flooding
during heavy storms, and the
regulatory floodplain has boen
removed from 39 homes.

Lei'dosEngineering GUY Engineering
I-44/L ewisAvenuel nterchange Crow Creek Drainagel mprovement Proj ect
Tulsa,OK Tulsa, OK

FINALIST AWARD FINALIST AWARD FINALIST AWARD
e .. —— ) = . 15-E =25 10th St/ Harrison Ave

o Woadrinn Rouinl Airpert @ CEC

—!l- m ACEC

_ CraftonTull Poe & Associates
Extend/Light Runway 17-35 M acy'sFullfillment Center 1-235/10th Street/ Harrison Ave
WoodringRegional Airport,Enid, OK Owasso, OK OklahomaCity, OK

U Follow us on Twitter: @ACECOKLAHOMA U



Page4 February, 2016

President's Report

February, 2015
David Raymond, ACEC President

ACEC/PAC raised anincredible $982,430 in 2015 —| want to thank all of you who helped to achieve thisrecord-shattering
amount. Because of your tirelessefforts, the Council beginsits 2016 advocacy campaign at full steam. Asalways, we' vegot
alot on our plate—thisyear’ sagendaisfocused on FAA reauthorization; comprehensive energy legislation; balanced tax
reform; anew WRDA bill; and key regulatory measures. These will be themesfor our “citizen lobbyists” at the upcoming
national conventionin April.

General
*  Final 2015 year-end receipts for ACEC/PAC of *  The ACEC-backed Energy Policy Modernization
$982,430 set anew all-time fundraising record, as Act of 2016 progressedtofloor debateinthe Senate,
well asarecord for total number of donors(2,752), with provisions to add hydropower to the list of
and record number of state organizations meeting renewable energy sources and establishing an
their goals(38). interagency coordinating committeeonthe” energy-
water nexus.”
*  Congratulations to ACEC/Indiana for already
meetingits2016 ACEC/PACfundraising target! *  Provided engineering industry views on proposed
changes to the AASHTO Audit & Accounting
*  MetwithHouseEnergy and Commerce Committee Guide; therevisedversionisexpectedtobefinalized
Chairman Fred Upton (R-MI), who discussed and published in the coming weeks.
prospects for comprehensive energy legislation
thisyear; afull interview with Uptonwill befeatured *  ACEC/PAC co-hosted events for Rep. Gerry
in the March-April issue of Engineering Inc. Connolly (D-VA), Senator Tim Scott (R-SC), Rep.
Andy Harris(R-MD), and congressional candidate
*  Theupcoming 2016 ACEC Annual Conventionis RebeccaNegron (R).
scheduled for April 17-20 at theMarriott Wardman
Park in Washington, D.C. with speakersincluding *  Briefedstateleadersof Arizona, Colorado, Nevada,
DanaPerino, former White House Press Secretary; New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming on advocacy
Daniel Pink, world-renowned business thought gainsin 2015 and challenges ahead in 2016.

leader and best-selling author; and an expert panel
of former state DOT heads — click here for full

information and registration.

Business Resour ces

*  Codlitionsreleased the updated CAMEE Sample
Correspondence Letters Tool, and updated

Gover nment Advocacy . . ;
CASE Special Inspections document, available at
*  Released a white paper on the municipal advisor www.acec.ora/bookstore.
registration rule, found here, that is designed to be
atool for member firms and their legal advisorsas *  Codlitions' best sellersfor January included
they discuss whether the firm’ s business activities CASE’ s National Practice Guidelines for the
requireregistrationwiththe Securities& Exchange Structural Engineer and COPS' Performance
Commission and the Municipal Securities Review Tool, both available at www.acec.org/
RulemakingBoard. bookstore.

*  TheCall for Presentationsfor the ACEC 2016 Fall
Conference wasreleased and is available at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZPPRGKD.
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