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Transportation Funding Still Up In TheAir
as Legidature Completes First Month of Work

TheOklahomal egidlative Sessionisnow onemonthold, and
theL egidlatureisstill looking at avariety of way to overcome
the$1.3 Billion deficit in next yearsbudget.

WiththeOklahomaDepartment of Transportation"ROADS"
fund receiving nearing $500 million annual ly from the state's
General RevenueFund, theROADSfunditanobvioustarget.
That becameeven moreclear twoweeksago when the Senate
Finance voted to "freeze" the ROADS fund at 2013 levels.

Whiletherearemany ideasbeingfloated aroundthe Rotunda,
onethat seemsto be gaining sometractionisfor the ROADS
fundto be"docked" some$300 Millionthisyear, andinturn,
the Legislaturewould allow ODOT toissue an equal amount
of bonds to offset the revenue loss. While, in theory, this
would keep ODOT "whole" for thiscoming fiscal year, even-
tually ODOT would haveto repay thebondsand interest, and
without anadditional revenuestreamto cover thedebt, ODOT
would beinthe"hole"....not "whol€"....in coming years.

Oneconcernisthat thiswouldbe a"onetime" solutiontowhat
might be an ongoing budgetary problem. Without a major
turnaround in the national and state economy, it's expected
that thestatewill befacing arevenueshortfall againnextyear.
Maybe not as dramatic as this year's revenue failure, but a
shortfall none the less. If that happens, the ROADS fund
would again be atarget.

There's still along way to go before this or any other ideas
becomeredlity. There'sstill three monthsleft in the session,
and anything could happen in those three months.

Asfor other activitiesaround the Capitol of interestto ACEC
OKLAHOMA, thefirst major deadline of the session passed
last Thursday, and nearly 2,500 billswhich wereeither intro-
duced orwere"Carry Over" billsfromlast session"died" for
thesession. Withthat, therearearound 1,100 billsstill active
and ACEC OKLAHOMA has severa onour radar.

Oneof thebillsthat failedto makeit past deadlinewould have
prevented ODOT from hiring consultants for a two-year
period. This was the first direct attack in many years on
consultantsand ACEC OKLAHOMA members. Throughour
effortsand theeffortsof our partners, thebill wasnever heard
in the Senate Transportation Committee and is dead for the
session.

Also, the StateBoard of Licensurehasabill whichmakesome
important changestotheLicensinglaw by keeping Oklahoma
statutesinlinewiththenational "Model Law." ACECOKLA-
HOMA supportsthebill, whichisawaiting action by thefull
Senate.

That'saquick wrap on activity sofar. ACEC OKLAHOMA
will be watching the session closely, and be ready to act on
these and other issueswhich may arisein the coming weeks.

TRUST Transportation Day
at the Capitol
Wed, March 9, 2016

StateCapitol Building, 2nd Floor Rotunda
2300NorthLincolnBoulevard

11:45a.m.
Registration & L egislativelL uncheon

12:45p.m.
L egislativeBriefings
BlueRoom

RSVPwithHelra
HelraHan@gmail.com or (405) 802-8184
www.restor eT RUST .or g/Events
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President's Report

March, 2015
David Raymond, ACEC President

Happy Super Tuesday! Notwithstandingpolitical developments, our fast-appr oachingAnnual Conventionin Washington,
D.C. will addressimportant funding and regulatory challenges, including FAA reauthorization, WRRDA, ener gy
legislationand FL SA reform. TheConvention’ sbusinesspracticeand mar ketssessionswill focuson bottom-lineissues.
Click herefor Conventionregistrationinformationand remember that the* early bird” discountsdeadlineisM ar ch 21st.
Also,theNominating Committeeissolicitingapplicationsfor ACEC’ schair-elect and thr eevice-chair positionsfor terms
commencingApril 2017 on ACEC’ sExecutiveCommittee. | would encour ageM O leader swhohavebeen activein ACEC
and who areinterested in national leader ship positionsto seriously consider becoming candidatesand submit their
applicationsthrough stateM Ostothenational officeby April 1, 2016 (Pleasefeel freetocall meif you wish todiscuss

thisfurther).

General

CongratulationstoACEC/Hawaii for meetingtheir
2016 ACEC/PACfundraisinggoal,joininglndianaasthe
first statestocrossthePAC finishlinethisyear; and thank
you to Tony Bartolomeo of Pennoni Associates(PA), Phil
Houser of Alfred Benesch & Company (IL), and Ralph
Christieof Merrick & Company (CO)for already contrib-
utingthemaximum allowablelimit ($5,000) toACEC/PAC
thisyear.

A Minuteman Fund grant wasapprovedfor ACEC/
Kansastohelpthem defeat stateeffortstoreducecontract-
ing-out andrepeal QBS.

EEA national judgesselected 24 Grand and Honor
Award winnerswhich will be recognized along with 127
National Recognition Award winnerson April 19, at the
Annual Convention.

February’ smost popular webinar was* 2015Y ear
in Review—L egal | ssuesfor Engineers,” atimely overview
of recent legal decisionsand an update on common legal
issuesaffectingour firms,includingindemnification, third
party beneficiariesand claims, codecompliance, and dam-
ages.

Government Advocacy

Helpedtosecurean 11 per centincreasein Airport
I mprovement Program fundingand beneficial provisionsfor
droneusein HousecommitteeFAA reauthorization bill.
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TheU.S. Tradeand Development Agency (USTDA)
andtheCuban Embassy briefed ACEC’ sl nternational Com-
mitteeon market opportunitiesand programs.

ACEC-endor sed legislation waspassed out of the
Senate’ sHomeland Secur ity and Gover nment AffairsCom-
mittee which will limit both one-phase design-build and
rever se-auctionsin design-build projectsin federal civil
construction.

Gover nment cyber security expertsfromtheSen-
ateand feder al agenciesoutlined newvoluntary andregula-
toryinitiativesunderwaytobolster cyber security for engi-
neeringservicesat theEnvironment & Energy Committee
winter meeting.

Endor sed and helped build support for abipartisan
congressional letter with 108 signatures asking the De-
partment of L abor toreviseitsproposed oner ousovertime
payrule.

. RepresentativesEar| Blumenauer (D-OR), John
Duncan (R-TN),and Richard Hanna(R-NY) reintroduced
ACEC-backedlegidationtocreateadedicated trust fundfor
water projects,whileSenator sRobert M enendez(D-NJ) and
Cory Booker (D-NJ) introduced legislation to give states
greater flexibility to raise fundsin the bond market to
addresswater needs.

Briefed DPC,ACEC/Wisconsinand ACEC/Vir-
giniaonkeyfederal legislativeand regulatory priorities.

ANNUAL CONVENTION
* sk * AND * % *

LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT
V & e

APRIL | MARRIOTT
17-20 | WARDMAN
2016 | PARK b

WASHINGTON, D.C.




